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Abstract  

Towards the end of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. It becomes 
apparent that national development aptly depend on science and technology 
.The fusion of its  positive reliance in global dynamics and expanding 
cultural  diverse to all field of human knowledge, especially to language 
learning skills has hitherto be the concerned of the language teachers over 
the years back .The usefulness of  ICT, in particular the internet facilities , 
connection network, and its communication tools in enhancing  the teaching 
aids and learners need cannot be over-emphasized  . In the global context, 
language is seen as an intimate part of social identity and as a vital tools in 
exchanging communication ,thoughts, beliefs and ideals, as it has been 
globally applauded through its vehement roles in all spheres of human 
endeavors. It is very obvious that acquisition of another language as an 
addition to mother’s language or native language  by the learners has to  do 
with the  studies in  psychology and sociology of the learning process. thus, 
In learning languages, a distinction is usually made between mother tongues 
which is the original language acquiring by child directly without any 
transmitters, and this is referred as “Source Language”, while second 
languages, and foreign languages, is referred as “Target Language “.Thus, 
Arabic as one of the Semitic group of language has been globally welcomed 
through its myriads impact in national development and human social 
strata. Therefore , this  paper is aiming to  examine the vehement  roles of 
ICT in enhancing Arabic language learners skills. Interestingly, the Paper 
enunciated about the rationale for ICT and Arabic language to global 
phenomenon .Also, the Paper further diagnosed the semiotic enhancement of 
ICT to Arabic language learner skills. And proper recommendation capable 
of fostering the enhancement of Arabic language skills through the use of 
ICT would be elucidated. 
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Information and Communication Technology ( ICT) is one of the modern 
technologies echoing the global world by its tremendous positive impacts on virtually 
every sphere of human endeavor including social, economic, education , religion, 
language and etc. It is the use of computers and telecommunication gadgets for the 
processing and distribution of information in digital, audio, video and other forms 
(Morris, C.1992). Towards the end of the twentieth century, ICT is a fundamental 
vehicle which drives the modern societies ;in another term, it is called “knowledge 
society”. Zahrain (2003) asserted that ICT has offered itself as a conduit to ferry 
almost human activities to utmost attainment. It has become a potent platform for 
transforming developing societies into information and knowledge based societies. 
According to Annan (1996)  

 
“ A technological revolution is transforming society in a profound way. If 
harnessed and directed properly information and communication technology 
(ICTs) have the potential to improve all aspects of our societal, economic 
and cultural life. ICTs can serve as the engine of development in the 21st 
century…. “ 

 
  ICT is a lead way to generating useful information needed to drive corporate 
organization .the organizations have very critical roles to play in the sustenance of the 
emerging knowledge societies. It is a matter of necessity , therefore to explore the 
integration of ICT in modern organization and the entire –globe christened e-globe ( 
e-globe is essentially one that is driven completely by computers (Adesokan, 2002)  . 
 

On the other hands, language being the most important means of 
communication , interaction and social integration among individuals in the society 
needs to be preserved , sustained and empowered and properly developed .Relatively. 
Arabic language as with other living languages of these group are modern Hebrew 
,Aramaic, Tigre, Amharic etc. it is generally accepted among the Muslims and non-
Muslims all over the world that Arabic is the language of divine revelation of 
scripture book of Muslim(al-Qur’an ). 

 
Today , Arabic is a universally recognized language occupying a position 

which is not less in status and rank than that occupied by other international 
languages  like English , French or German . it has long been adopted by both united 
nations organizations( UNO) and the organization of African unity(OAU) as a tool for 
national revival.( Barihi, 1998) 

 
On these bases, the pedagogical role of  ICT is very paramount in language 

development skills especially in its fusion to Arabic language because it can be used 
to produce information sufficiently in translation ,retrieving information both in 
written and spoken form, and also enhance individual to communicate with computers 
and internet in more natural way by human language technologies.  
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 ICT and Its Relevance to Global Phenomenon 
ICT is an acrobatic word that stands for Information and Communication 

Technology; it involves the use of electronic processes for sending, receiving, 
gathering and storing information’s  through the process of computers. Basically, it 
involves the processing of  information, the distribution and assessment of the 
information with the use of computer, modern communication and digital devices. 
(Urua, 2005). ICT is an umbrella term that includes all technologies for the 
manipulation and communication of  information. The term is sometimes used in 
preference to information Technology (IT), particularly in two communities; 
Education and Government.(Akande, 2000) 
 

Falaki(2002) asserted that ICT encompassed any medium to record 
information ( magnetic disk, Dvd, flash memory etc) and arguably paper records, 
technology for broadcasting information, radio, television, and technology for 
communicating through voice and sound or images ,microphone, camera, loudspeaker 
,telephone to cellular phones. he also acclaimed that Ict is the parrot of all forms of 
networks of computing resources .it spans from the local area networks(LANS) 
through metropolitan area networks (MANS) to the wide area networks(WANS).   

 
It is however asserted in Wikipedia that ICT includes a wide variety of 

computing hardware (PCS, Servers ,Mainframes ,Networked Storages) that rapidly 
developing personal hardware market comprising mobile phones, personal devices 
such as blackberry : mp3 player such as apple's Ipod and much movie: the full gamut 
of application software from the largest enterprise packages. 

 
ICT  provides much news previously unknown opportunities for ensuring 

more equitable access to information ,economic, political and social empowerment 
and participation for disadvantages groups, now ICT offer new ways for 
disseminating ideals for promoting artistic and other creative expression and for 
giving voices to the voiceless. 
 

Furthermore, ICT is the field of expertise that connects computing technology 
(computers) and telecommunication to provide sophisticated applications that span 
the globe, allowing people and computers to interact over distances to achieve 
common goals. 
 
Arabic Language and Its Merit to Global Phenomenon. 
  Arabic language is the youngest of the Semitic group of language ,other 
language that fall in to this class include Hebrew, Tigre, Aramaic, Greez etc. But 
marvelously, Arabic outlives them all, because most of these languages have been 
declined and neglected, than few languages that does thrive in its primitive form as at 
present like Syria, Hebrew and etc. Hebrew being  one of the Semitic family as 
suffered untold neglect for centuries before and after the appearance of prophet Isa 
known as  Jesus Christ (peace be unto him),and during the days of  Greek and Roman 
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power. The rise of Islam and its spread further eclipsed the language for centuries 
before it finally found official shelter in Israel. on the contrary, there has not been any 
established record of decline for Arabic language . Though , the time of its 
emergencies yet to be known , its popularity dated back to the jahiliyyah ( barbaric, 
primitive) age of the Arabs society, and its popularity was not connected with the art 
of the  poetry. some of the Arabs of  this age in particular were gifted poets who 
composed poems brilliantly. Part of such poems constituted what was known as the  
“Mu’allaqat”  i.e. the hanged poems .(Adetunji,1998). 
 
  Apparently, the relevance of Arabic language is manifested globally, firstly, it 
is the lingual franca of about one hundred million inhabitants of the middle east ,it is 
the combination of three separate continents ( Africa, Asia, European) together. 
 

In Africa, it is the native tongue of some countries like, Algeria, Egypt, 
Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania, the western Sahara and Sudan. Invariably, 
Arabic has almost assumed the status of a mother tongue in Nigeria. The Shuwa 
Arabs, Nigeria ethnic group in the north –eastern part of Borno state speak Arabic as 
a mother tongue(FMB,1985). Thus, it is not a gain-saying to say that Arabic is the 
vehicle for the exchange and cross-fertilization of sciences and civilization at the 
global level. in fact, the modern civilization as well as the modern sciences might not 
have existed, at least to the extent we have them today, but for the laudable service of 
Arabic language which preserved their origin and engineered their improvement and 
standardization. 

 
  Furthermore, Arabic is one of the official language s of the united nations 
organization; others being English, French, Italian, and Russian also constitutes the 
strength behind the solidarity and harmony found among the members of the 
organization of  African unity (O.A.U.) because it is one  of its three official language 
alongside  with French and English . 
 
  Religiously, Arabic is especially important to Muslim all over the world 
because it is the language of their sacred book (Qur’an), and shari’ah (Islamic law) in 
which the tenets of their religion are written. It is rightly noted that knowledge of 
Arabic is an indispensable pre-requisite for proper understanding of Qur’an and other 
Islamic books since their translation cannot, with utmost accuracy convey their real 
messages. because in translating one  language to another , it is believed that a quarter 
of the conceptual value of the original language is lost. 
 
  Apart from religious and linguistic services rendered  by Arabic language , it 
also have a great influence in  cultural service to Africa, the true record of African 
history which the Africans themselves can proudly call their own was preserved by 
the language .thus, knowledge of the language will enable aspiring scholars to drink 
deep into the parts of the Africans contained in the Arabic manuscripts found in the 
universities, archives and museums. 
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On this, Hunwick (1965) obsolete retreated that it had been a revelation to the 

whole world of scholarship to realize for the first time that Africa before European 
penetration, so far from being ‘dark continent’ was in fact a continent where the light 
of scholarship shone brightly, as the Arabic works now being discovered bear 
testimony”. It could be seen that the role of Arabic language in influencing Africa 
languages particularly Nigeria languages cannot be overleaked, as it exerts a strong 
influence over millions of Nigeria. 

 
 Arabic has become a universal language with many non-native speakers 
scattered around the world, this is so because of its role as the common and official 
language as well s language of correspondence in the North prior to the advent of 
colonial rule, and its ‘partial’ absorption into the native languages of many tribes in 
Nigeria. On the state of development, there is a well-known Arabic script, which has 
served and is still serving as a medium of writing many African languages. Similarly, 
on the literary status, it has been established that a large quality of good Arabic 
literature exists in the Arab world and in Muslim communities in Asia and Africa 
(Sanni, 2002). 
 

Lastly, Arabic is also relevant to the west African countries that have 
diplomatic relatives with some Arab countries, such as the united Arab republic ,the 
republic of Sudan, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Libya , the kingdom of Saudi Arabia etc. the 
ministries of  information and external affairs of such west African countries need 
Arabists  to ensure mutual understanding and exchanging of ideas among the 
countries involved in the diplomatic relations. 

 
ICT: Its’ Semiotic Enhancement in Teaching and Learning Arabic Language  

Information and communication technology ( ICT) is an umbrella term that 
includes all technologies for the manipulation and communication of information. it is 
a process design tools that deal with operations which include the capture, 
representation ,processing ,security ,transfer, interchange, presentation, management, 
organization storage and information is either coded in written for using the character 
set of a language ,or in a spoken form using phonetic elements of a particular 
language. 
 
   Reich, Gell, and Cagre (1996) as cited by Lillian (2003) pointed out the 
future of global system depends on the ability to use ICT facility to transfer and 
process the large amount of language information globally in the area of 
globalization. ICT has tremendously enhanced Arabic language in various ways, it 
can be used to stored information and data pertaining Arabic language programme 
through the use of internet and dissemination of information relating to language 
conferences, workshop, the seminars through the same sources. It is pertinent to note 
that the internet which is a vital aspect of ICT is a computer based global information 
system with many inter-connected computer networks linking thousands of computers 
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to enable them to share information, have the potential of enhancing language growth 
and development in any nation 
 

In 2001, the Arab industrial development and mining organization centre on 
standard and metrology (AIDMO-CSM) enunciated on mechanism of ICT  in  
developing Arabic language skills. Among it are the following: 
(a)   Inputting Information: keyboard layout ,character set and phonemes set 
(b)   Processing Information: compressing standards of text and speech, natural 

language processing (NLP) algorithms and control codes 
(c)   Transferring information over networks : internet standard transfer protocols 

and standard mark up languages 
(d)   Output: displayed or printed character sets and paper formatting  
(e)   Application software : e-commerce, e-documentation and e-publishing 
(f)   Terminology 
(g)   Testing procedures to ensure and control the quality of software 
(h)   Issuing certificates pertaining the conformity to standard 
(I )   Unifying procedures for accreditation or certification of testing  
(j)   Quality control or quality assurance (QC\QA) of ICT hardware concerning 

electromagnetic compatibility ,health requirements and user 
interfacing.(Tuins 2001)  

 
Nowadays, ICT could be a learning tool in education computers, networks are 

used widely in almost everything. anytime and anywhere are the slogans of people 
living in the 21st century (Sirkeman, 2007). The fusion of its positive reliance in the 
education system has been a greater achievement in many citadel of learning. for 
instance ,it has been discovered  in one of the school named Gems  wellington 
primary school in Indonesia, which  introduced  an innovative teaching methodology 
by using information and communication technology (ict ) equipment in learning 
Arabic language to year 3 non-Arabic speaking children. The initiative is based on 
UAE Ministry of education suggestion where the integration of technology with 
education is needed aside to compliment the efforts to boost the efficiency on Arabic 
language training. the year 3 students made a presentation  about the learning 
experience which included learning the different ICT equipment such as mp3 and 
mp4 player, digital camera, digital camcorder ,mobile phone, travel notebook laser 
colour printer and portable laptops in Arabic language .for the outcomes, the learning 
process is very successful and it was later applied to all levels.  

 
In the relating process both the teacher and the learner of Arabic language are 

assigned by computer. The computer can be used to programme school lecture with 
the connectivity of the internet this programming is done by a programmer who is 
specialist in the field to be programmed .these programmed lessons are stored in the 
hard –disk in the computer or as software package or in a diskette. In whichever place 
is stored, the learner can go through the lesson at any time after the teacher and can 
through lesson several times. With the programmed topics or lessons in any of the 
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hardware. Ezelioral (2000) affirmed that, this computer learning, computer 
programmed process take care of individual differences and learning ability and 
enhanced students' understanding and achievement in school subjects. In  like manner 
, the internet  which is  a computer network  aid s the learner in gathering  vital 
information on any school subjects\topics in the area of interest.  
 

Also, there are many methods that can be used in teaching and learning 
process, one  of the method is multimedia approach are medium that can be used for 
students homework and in class exercise, by this methods students will improve their 
computers knowledge (Lioret, 2001) .one of the fact of multicultural  approach is that 
teaching and learning are cultural process that take place in a social context, and to 
make teaching and learning be effective ,students cultural needs to be more clearly 
understood. therefore, to make multimedia approach be effective Arabic language 
teaching, there is need for multimedia tools such as Arabic software, Arabic word 
processing and it needs to  be installed in a computer and multimedia presentation. 
The main purpose of multimedia presentation is to describe a topic and illustrate it 
using visualization of objects and process. they mostly enable to test the explained 
matter  using several prepared exercise as well(Mikova, 2009). for instance ,there is a 
testimony of year 3 student named(Maheen Shariff) a student of Mahr school noted 
that he had learned the body parts in Arabic using Nintendo D S. He did the capturing 
then using a camera, after that he sent them to the laptop using Bluetooth he can now 
use Arabic and technology at the same time.  

The  immense of ICT  to Arabic language development skills is pointed out in 
the word of Ogunbanjo (2005) : 
 

 "Variable information on language, words, and phrases ,detailing 
translations, definition , grammatical nature and indeed the relevant context 
of the use of word ,such word s have been stored electronically in what is 
known as e-dictionary" 

 
E-dictionary enhanced the Arabic language students to be more conversant 

with many words, sentences, grammatical nature and cultural context to be in his 
locality and in translating many words and sentences  in his own capability without 
the aid of any teacher.,  It has also given interest to know much about the language 
because ICT has brought new packages that can   enable the users to type and learn 
more when using keyboard with Arabic butting .  
 

The function of Arabic language as a medium of instruction is to be able to 
unite the multilingual students. the usage of ICT is very important in teaching Arabic 
so that all materials taught more understandable and for students to gain more 
experience and to enable them to make use of the information easily and at the same 
time can achieve the objective of teaching and learning Arabic in classroom. 
Nowadays, many schools and institutes provide computer as the learning tools for 
student to gain knowledge and experiences, besides that the students easily 
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understand what their teacher has been teaching. internet especially gives much 
information and widely about what happened today and student can reach the 
information faster than usual .(UNO:2003) 

 
 ICT has also assists Arabic language where phone for instance in developing 

country like ours can make use of it ( the phone ) which comes with Arabic packages , 
and this can allow the user of such phone to operate it with Arabic symbols . it also 
aids the Muslims who study Arabic language to have skills , and knowledge better in 
language . it also benefit those that engage in it by improving performances , updating 
skills , solving problems and preparation for promotion or orienting new Muslims 
who do not understand the language . 

 
Similarly, the recent advert and wide spread of Global System of Mobile 

Communication GSM in Nigeria has been quite helpful and dynamic in both verbal 
and written communication. In fact, all forms and varieties of information and 
communication ranging from simple to complex. Such as text messages, picture 
messages, voice messages and all other software stored in GSM phone were been aid 
of ICT. GSM was not only made the dissemination of information very effective and 
quicker for the users but also has positive impact on language development 
process.(Olajide :2009) 

 
On the other hands , the information , communication and technology media 

are electro mechanical machines that given audio or audio- visual information to 
learners without the presence of teacher and these include , audio , audio-visual aids 
like tape recorder , the radio , the television , the video players , VCD , internet and 
they also include computer and language laboratory . 

 
The major roles of Information Communication and Technology in teaching Arabic 
language are the following:  
1. It stimulates participation in drills on words. The television, the video and 

VCD can be employed in teaching of vocabulary in which words are matched 
with the pictures of or the objects themselves. 

2.  It can be used to list steps in a demonstration. The opaque, the over head 
projector and video. And video can be used for demonstration in the course of 
lesson to affect adequate understanding on the parts of the learners   

3.  It teaches vocabulary by relating words to picture of various objects or their 
purled symbols. Activities in word drills can be carried out in language 
laboratory in forms of teacher learner interaction through the use of head 
phones. 

4.  It encourages the development of cognitive processes including problem 
solving and critical thinking etc. computer assisted gadgets and language 
laboratory are two distinct equipment that can be helpful in this regard. 
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5.   It helps students to present their work, communicate their ideals and 
increasingly to manipulate and use a variety of digital medias, standards in 
database and programming networks. 

6.  It provides varying experience so that learners of Arabic language will have 
equal opportunity to learn In relation to their abilities to do so. Exposure of 
the learner to the computer with the World Wide Web (WWW) or the internet 
could be employed to achieve this.  

7.  It also helps in creating printed materials with a word processor  
8.  It widening students taught in order to have a quick assimilation and global 

exposure  
 
Conclusion 

From the foregoing, it is very obvious that information and communication 
technology(ICT) has a great impact in all sphere  of human endeavors especially in 
the area of language advancement and promotion. it is discernible to understand that 
the effective utilization of ICT in Arabic language is to foster national unity and 
social integration with the myriad application of Arabic language throughout the 
world over .It is also interesting to note that these conscious efforts have really 
contributed in no small measure towards the development of Arabic language .In fact, 
many Annual Conference of the National Association of Teachers of Arabic in 
Colleges of Education and Allied Institution.(NATACEDAI) now (NATAL) 
,National Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic studies(NATAIS) and etc 
have called for the challenges in the development of Arabic language through the use 
on information  and communication technology (ICT). 
 
Recommendations  
   Consequently upon the fact that language development and national 
development in which Arabic language is inclusive merely depend on information 
and communication technology (ICT), the following recommendations are 
propounded: 

1.  The ICT facilities which have the potential of boasting language should be 
fully explored so as to enhance information dissemination and promote social 
interaction. 

2.  The tutors and learners of Arabic language should endeavour to be conversant 
the with 21st century development in terms of global computers system, 
internet and e-learning operations. 

3.  The learners should understand the behavioral process involved in 
communication and learning. 

4.  The learners should playing responsible and effective roles in planning and 
implementing Arabic language instruction systems. This involves creating 
more effective teaching and learning systems by drawing on a large of 
human,   technological, intellectual and even psychological resources to meet 
the language needs to the learners as well as achieve the objectives of 
language teaching. 
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5.  Greater motivation should be given to Arabic language students for a 
laudable achievement at the end of the lesson. 

6.  Teacher should endeavour to exercise patience during the learning process 
and always carrying the pupils along during the exhibition of the ICT 
facilities and proffer solution when the problems arisen 

7.  The government, school administrators, linguistic scholars and language 
learners should adopt a more positive attitude and a more pragmatic approach 
towards the application of ICT in Arabic language development as well as 
other foreign languages. 

8.  Scholars in Arabic studies and expert in information Technology should 
struggle and design software that not only meets our own research needs but 
educational needs of our students. 

9.  Agencies such as the National council on Education (NCE), the Nigerian 
Education; Research and Council (NERDC) should commence the review of 
the curriculum of Arabic Language are all level with a view to integrating 
ICT at all levels. 

10.  The Federal Government through the Power Holding Company of Nigeria 
should endeavor to improve their  electric services and ensure that schools, 
colleges and institutions are connected with electricity especially those in the 
rural areas. 

 
 

Conclusively, It is bring to limelight that more efforts should geared towards 
improving in the learning of ICT and increasing the effectiveness of the work of the 
teachers and learners of Arabic language. 
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